Reminiscing: Willie\u27s Story by Clemons, Willie
University of Dayton
eCommons




Follow this and additional works at: https://ecommons.udayton.edu/facing_stories
Part of the Civic and Community Engagement Commons, Community-Based Research
Commons, and the Place and Environment Commons
This Essay is brought to you for free and open access by the Facing Dayton: Neighborhood Narratives at eCommons. It has been accepted for inclusion
in Facing Dayton: Stories by an authorized administrator of eCommons. For more information, please contact frice1@udayton.edu,
mschlangen1@udayton.edu.
eCommons Citation




























It’s everything. My neighborhood means every-
thing to me. 
I was born in Texas and served in the Navy. I 
was in the military for 30 years. I started work-
ing for the government in 1959. All the work I 
did in the government has probably changed by 
now. There’s not that much to tell. I’ve lived a 
very short life. I’ll be 90 in July. Finished high 
school 1947, I fought in WWII, went to college, 
rejoined the navy, and spent 25 months in Ber-
muda. I got married in Bermuda.
I’ve been in Dayton since 1957. 
I’ve lived in two neighborhoods. The first 
neighborhood I lived in was Westwood and then 
my wife and I built a house in Madden Hills. 





























































destroyed our neighborhood. We haven’t had 
anybody come and build a house in the last 10 
years, I’m sure it’s because of the landfill.
Dayton has changed. Racially, economical-
ly, the school systems —we’ve had a rough 
time as far as jobs go, all of the big indus-
tries left. Most of the people who work are 
gone because the jobs are gone. But really, if I 
could change anything, I would bring my wife 
back — she probably wouldn’t want to come 
back though. Dayton is very different now. 
Dayton because my wife was an alien per se and 
she went to school here, Central State, and start-
ed student teaching here, she was in the Dayton 
school system for about 45 years — she died in 
‘08. We have four kids. I also have eight grand-
kids and seven great grandkids. Our home was 
one of the first homes in that part of town. 
Madden Hills is beautiful. It is one of the most 
progressive neighborhoods in Dayton, very sta-
ble community; 99% of the houses, people own 
them, and we don’t have any for sale signs. 
I am very active and avid about my neighbor-
hood. I am a part of the Madden Neighborhood 
Club. We meet the first Tuesday of every month 
at 6:30 p.m., we had a meeting last night. We 
have a lot of things going on, we have projects, 
like we’re operating with the city to get the 
landfill squared away, that was one of my big-
gest headaches for the last year or so. I think 
it’s called the Stony Hollow Landfill, so right 
now it appears that they got control of the odor 
but you know that thing moved in and almost 
